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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear Parents,
Welcome to our second newsletter 
of 2020. It is only a week since 
students have commenced and it 
is most pleasing to see the student 
cohort settling into their work 
programs so readily. The Year 
7 students should be proud of 
their endeavours to experience 
new things. Learning should be 

challenging and does not always feel comfortable. 
I commend our new families on the support they have 
offered their young people to have the courage to face 
new learnings in a new school environment so effectively.

RETREATS AND CAMPS
Last week our Year 12 students experienced three days 
at Norval, where they reflected on their lives, their 
families and had opportunities to set personal goals 
and bond as a group. With assistance from the Sacred 
Heart Ministry Team our students were confronted with 
numerous personal challenges but approached each with 
enthusiasm and openness. Many thanks to our Les Butler 
for his preparation, ably assisted by Annie Brack, Ebony 
Hobbs and John Lowes.

Horsham
St Brigid’s College

UPCOMING EVENTS
Mon 17th Feb

Induction and beginning of year School Mass 
9.30am

Tue 18th Feb
Elevate Education for Years 11 - 12

Elevate Parent session 6.30pm

Wed 19th Feb
Darwin Defenders Service

Thu 20th Feb
School Swimming Carnival

Wed 26th Feb
Ash Wednesday

Wed 26th Feb - 28th Feb
Yr 9 Outdoor Ed Introduction camp

Thu 5th Mar
Units 3 & 4 RE Mass  2.00pm

Mon 9th Mar
Labour Day Public holiday

stbchorshamstbrigidshorsham

Follow us on social media
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL  continued...
As our 2020 Year 12 class commence their formal 
studies this year, it is always interesting to see the 
range of careers our graduates undertake when they 
leave St Brigid’s. Following is a list of tertiary courses 
our Year 12 2019 students are pursuing in 2020:

Applied Science, Physiotherapy, Social Work, Paramedicine, 
Nursing, Exercise and Sport Science, Business(Sport 
Management), Biomedical Science, Commerce, 
Science, Architecture, Environmental Management 
and Sustainability, Film and Television, Aviation, Arts, 
Interior design, Design(Visual Communication), Teaching, 
Engineering(Mechanical), Veterinary and Wildlife Science. 
In looking at the above list, our graduates will be 
undertaking their tertiary studies at the following institutions: 
Latrobe University, Deakin University, Federation 
University, Monash University, Australian Catholic 
University, Swinburne University of Technology, RMIT 
University and the Australian College of the Arts.
Our Year 7 students are currently experiencing the ups 
and downs of surfing at Robe. This camp at Robe, South 
Australia, focusses on developing a positive spirit for self, 
classmates and school. Thanks to Cathy van Dyk, Janine 
kemp, Julie Marchesini, Gabby O’Brien, Tom Magee 
and Danny Reyland who are supervising our students.

SWIMMING SPORTS

Next Thursday, we wish all Houses well and encourage 
parents to join us on the day in supporting the teams. The 
sports are an excellent opportunity for students to live life 
to the full.  Not everyone is a talented swimmer but there 
are a diverse range of activities to encourage student 
participation.  It is not uncommon for students to put 
pressure on parents and guardians not to attend school 
on these days but it is imperative that parents stand firm 
and point out that community events are an important 
opportunity to learn and to build both team and school 
spirit. 

ELEVATE EDUCATION
Next Tuesday our Year 11 and 12 students will be 
participating in sessions facilitated by Elevate Education. 
Elevate Education is Australia’s largest study skills provider. 
Since 2001, Elevate has been transforming the way study 
skills programs are run across Australia. Drawing upon 
over 15 years of research into the habits of the country’s 
top students, Elevate's high impact seminars & workshops 
help students improve their study techniques, increase 
motivation, build confidence, and lift exam performance.
Our Year 11 students will participate in sessions which will 
focus on:
“Study Sensei” which will break down the study techniques 
of top students and provide students with a road-map for 
what work they need to be doing across the year and 
how to do it.

 “Time Management” which will address the common 
question: “Once I know what to do, how do I find the time 
to do it?” 

Our Year 12 students will participate in sessions which 
will focus on:
 “Memory Mnemonics” which will highlight strategies and 
techniques that help students with their memorisation and 
recall of information. 
“Ace your Exams Year 12” where critical exam skills will 
be outlined. 
It is hoped that these sessions will enable our Senior 
students to excel in all aspects of their school life. I thank 
Lesley Lannen for this initiative for our students.

OPENING SCHOOL MASS, INVESTITURE OF 
SCHOOL LEADERS & EXCELLENCE AWARDS

Preparations are well under way for our Opening Mass 
to be held on Monday, 17th February at 9.30am at Ss 
Michael and John’s church. Parents are invited to be part 
of all liturgical celebrations throughout the year. Please do 
not feel intimidated or awkward if you are not a Catholic 
parent or regular Mass attendee. Our College liturgies 
are inclusive and the lived expression of our life as a 
faith community. We would love to welcome any member 
of our College community to this important gathering.
Investiture of our Student Leaders and presentations of 
our Excellence Awards will occur at the conclusion of Mass. 
Student Leaders to be inducted include College Captains, 
Vice Captains and Leadership Team, House Captains and 
Vice Captains and our new Senior students. The “Excellence 
Awards” presentations will be to our duces in VCE and 
VCAL, to VCE students who achieved scores in the top 12% 
or higher in their subject cohort and to the 8 recipients of 
Excellence Scholarships for 2020. The Mass and following 
ceremonies will be celebrated by Fr Peter Hudson.

TOWN BUS SERVICE
I am seeking information regarding students who catch 
town buses to attend St Brigid’s College. The information 
required includes: time of departure from home, time 
of return to home, proximity of drop-off bus stop to St 
Brigid’s, daily/weekly usage. Could parents please either 
email me this information directly to principal@stbc.vic.
edu.au or simply leave the information with the Front 
Office (53823545).

MEMORIAL SERVICE
Next Wednesday our Year 9 students will attend a 
commemoration of the anniversary of the bombing of 
Darwin. The service was conducted by World War II 
veterans and their stories detailed the hardship and risks 
that the local militia experienced. As Australians, we can 
sometimes take for granted the peace and freedom we 
experience. We should be grateful for our country and 
offer our thanks to the men and women who helped shape 
Australia through their defence of the country.
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL  continued...

Yours in the community of St Brigid’s College,

Peter Gutteridge
Principal

ANNUAL PRIVACY REMINDER 
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student 
and parent personal information for standard school 
functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the 

Schools’ Privacy Policy 
Please take time to remind yourself  of  the school’s 
collection statement, found under Policies on our 

website www.stbc.vic.edu.au or click here  

PARENT ACCESS MODULE (PAM)

To support all our students as learners, I encourage 
families to go to the Parent Access Module (PAM). PAM 
can be found on the front page of our College website. 
Within PAM you can see the student timetable, but more 
importantly the Learning Areas tab on the left which brings 
up your child’s subjects where you can click on these to see 
when their assessments are due. This is very significant 
as you are able to help your child be proactive in their 
submission of work. It also allows the parent to see the 
feedback provided by the teachers and look for areas of 
improvement in the future. Try and build a regular look at 
PAM into your weekly schedule.

DEEPEST SYMPATHY

We offer our prayerful support to the Johnston family 
on the recent death of Carmel Johnston, Grandmother of 
Arjai Johnston and Cody Cross (both Yr 10). Our prayers 
and thoughts are with you at this time.

Conveyance Allowance 
  The conveyance allowance assists families with the 
cost of transporting their children to and from school.  
  To be eligible, students must live in regional and 
rural Victoria and live more than 4.8km from their 
nearest appropriate government or non-govern-
ment school.  An allowance may be payable if stu-
dents are conveyed to school by private car, private 
bus (usually school chartered) or public transport. 
 Private car reimbursement is calculated on a 
one-way travel distance between the student’s 
place of residence and the school bus stop. 
   Those eligible families who have already com-
pleted a claim form do not need to re-register for 
the Semester Two payment, unless they have an 
additional child now attending this school in 2020. 
    Application forms are available by contacting the 
school.  Completed Claim forms must be submitted 
to the school by 11 March 2020.     Detailed infor-
mation on the conveyance allowance and criteria 
for student eligibility is available from the Govern-
ment website: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/
management/schooloperations/studenttransport.htm 
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GENERAL NEWS

We are looking for host families for 15 Japanese 
students that will visit St Brigid’s College for three 
weeks in Term 3.
Can  you help make their stay here unforgettable? 
Can you assist with their stay from July 17th - August 
7th.  There is a small payment made to host families 
to help you cover costs for the time that they are 
with you. All families selected will be inserviced into 
what is expected at a meeting prior to the students’ 
arrival and full language and other support, if 
needed, will be provided during their time with us 
at St Brigid’s. 
If interested, please collect  an Expression of Interest 
Form from the Front Office, or from Ms Allen (in the 
Languages Office, opposite the Staff Room).
Thank you, 
Ms Allen

H O S T  FAM I L I E S
WA N T E D

DR DELANY AWARDSDR DELANY AWARDS
This week’s recipents of the Dr Delany Award are:

YEAR 11 & 12
Clayton Duxorth

Awarded for his hard work, 
maturity and effort shown in 

English and Media.

YEAR 9 & 10
Jayde McKinnon

Awarded for her respect and 
environmental responsibility.

YEAR 7 & 8
Shanese Brown 

Awarded for her positive attitude 
and willingness to help others.

TA Report Schedule Term 1
Week ending Interviews this week

Week 4 Feb 21 Yr 7 and new students 
only

Week 5 Feb 28 Yr 12

Week 6 Mar 6 Yr 11

Week 7 Mar 13 Yr 10

Week 8 Mar 20 Yr 9

Week 9 Mar 27 Yr 8

CANTEEN ROSTER

Mon 17th Feb  Shantelle Adams

Tue 18th Feb  Susie Hedt

Wed 19th Feb  Melanie Scott

Thu 20th Feb  Swimming Sports

Fri 21st Feb  Alison Butler  

Mon 24th Feb  Kendall Seater

Tue 25th Feb  Kylie Hermans

Wed 26th Feb  Deidre Harrington

Thu 27th Feb  Jenny Gaulke

Fri 28th Feb  Michelle Stehn 

TIME: 9.00am - 11.00am

 We have received an update from our sales rep 
at Oxford University Press about the delay in 
supplying the "Print and Digital VIC Pack Bundles" 
for Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 English, Humanities, 
Mathematics and Science. 
Extra copies of some of the books are currently 
being printed and are due to arrive at the 
publisher (Oxford University Press) on the 14th of 
February. Once they are ready they will be sent to 
our booklist supplier, Shelton and Lane Stationery 
who will then contact parents so that they can go in 
and collect them.

The digital versions of the textbooks are ready for 
students to access. Teachers will be able to show 
the students how to do this in class.
Please call the school if you have any queries.
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LIBRARY NEWS

TIPS TO GET TEENS 
READING AND ENJOYING 

IT!

For teens, reading mostly takes the form of  e-books or articles online, but the dopamine pull to just ‘check’ the latest 
from Youtube, messages or social media feeds is stronger.
It’s not surprising that research shows teens (and adults!) are reading fewer books than before. So, as the concept 
of reading broadens to encompass the digital and bite-sized, we need to ensure teens reading opportunities are 
also broadened.
"...What we need to do is not just honour all reading but to keep offering new doors, new opportunities, and new 
options to teenagers. A graphic novel one day, a cool app the next, a novel on a third day, or a poem, a play, a 
newspaper article, a description of a new discovery. The idea is to keep opening doors, so occasional readers recog-
nize that there is something of interest–something appealing, stimulating, or unexpected–waiting for them when they 
do take time to read."   — Marc Aronson 
Continuing the habit of reading into teenage years helps teens to: -
• deal with their increasingly complex world, and understand some of the adult issues they will have to grap-

ple with
• know they are not alone – that others may be thinking and feeling the way they do.
• open lines of communication.
• share and see how others have found solutions to problems
• develop their vocabulary
• Way too many advantages to list!
Scholastic’s 2016 Australian Kids and Family Reading Report found that 92% of 15-17-year-olds and 90% 
of 12-14-year-olds most enjoy books they've chosen for themselves. They are  also much more likely to finish 
reading them. The same report also found around 70% of teens would read more if they could find more books 
they liked. In terms of preferences 12–17-year-olds want to read books that (in order of priority):
1. will make them laugh 54%
2. let them use their imagination 47%
3. have a mystery or problem to solve 42%
4. have characters they wish they could be like 38%
5. tell a made-up story (fiction) 36%
6. teach them something new 35%
7. let them forget about real life for a while 35%
8. tell a true story (non-fiction)
9. are a little scary 28%
10. are about things they experience in my life 24%
11. have characters who are in love 18%
12. have a character that looks like them 14% 
Australian Kids and Family Reading Report — Scholastic, Australia
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SPORTS NEWS

On Tuesday 11th February, four teams travelled to 
Stawell to compete in the Black Ranges Tennis competition. 
the teams were:
Intermediate Girls, Ebony Scott, Larnie Fischer, 
Millie Jacobs and Maggie Heinrich, although mostly 
inexperienced they had fun and a good opportunty to 
improve their skills.
Intermediate Boys - Ben Hopper, Joel Rees, Riley Hobbs 
and Isaiah Adams all bought their best game and had 
plenty of success on the day.
Senior Girls - Kyra Clarke, Caitlin Hobbs, Delie Rowe and 
Jasmine Smith had mixed outcomes in their matches, but 
had a great day.
Senior Boys - Will Brennan, Harry Combe, Reuben Elliott, 
Colby Ledgar and John Kearns had their winning streak 
dashed by Marian College, just missing out on the overall 
win, but all played extremely well.
Thank you to Mr. Magee and Mr Butler for accompanying 
the trip and providing some expert coaching tips.
Kyra Clarke.



Elevate Education

To continue our commitment to improving the learning outcomes for our students and as part of the Career Education 
Program, the Year 11 and 12 students will once again be participating in sessions delivered by Elevate Education 
on Tuesday 18th February. Elevate Education is the number one provider of study skills in Australia. 
 
The Year 11 students will attend sessions focusing on:
• Study Techniques
• Time Management 
The Year 12 students will attend sessions focusing on:
• Acing their Exams
• Memory Mnemonics.
 
This year we are also introducing a Staff session, which be held after school and a Parent Session in the evening. 
 
We would like to invite the Parents and Guardians of the Senior students to the Parent Session that will run from 
6.30-7.30pm on Tuesday 18th February in the School Study Centre (Library).  During this session the presenter will 
share key research, skills, and answer questions so parents can reinforce study skills at home and help their children 
navigate their final years of school. Please refer to the attached flyer for further information.
 
If you would like to find out more about Elevate Education, please refer to the following link: https://au.elevateed-
ucation.com/  or if have any questions about the sessions, please contact Lesley Lannen via email llannen@stbc.vic.
edu.au or by contacting the front office via phone: 5382 3545.
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CAREERS NEWS

*

To view the full Careers News please visit our website

•    Hotel Management Career Expo
•     UCAT Preparation Sessions (for students 

interested in studying medicine or dentistry)
•     Charles Sturt University -- new Doctor of 

Medicine course
•     Charles Sturt University -- Explore Days
•     La Trobe University -- Experience Clever Day, 

Albury-Wodonga campus
•     Australian Defence Force -- Careers Expo
•     UNSW Arts & Law United Nations Workshop
•     Australian Defence Force -- work experience 

opportunities
•     University scholarships
•     Projects Abroad - overseas work experience 

opportunities
•     Train to become a flight attendant
•     Career e-magazines -- science, engineering, 

maths, cyber security, economics etc.
•     Careers With STEM -- new Careers With Science 

e-mag and interesting STEM articles



elevate...,
education 

Study Skills Evening 
for Parents 
St Brigid's College 
February 18th 2020, 6.30pm 

Gain the skills and knowledge to support your child 
and help them get the most out of their school 
experience! 

www.ele�ateecluca.tion.com 





Automotive Apprenticeship 
Auto Vehicle Glass Fitter 

Skillinvest is currently recruiting on behalf of Horsham Auto Glass 
seeking an enthusiastic and committed person wishing to start a career 
within the automotive industry. 

The position requires a highly motivated person who is keen to work in 
a team environment in this industry. 

This is an excellent opportunity and Ideally the successful applicant 
should possess the following attributes: 

 A sound mechanical aptitude
 Successful completion of Year 11 or Year 12
 Genuine desire to start an automotive apprenticeship

Applicants should demonstrate a strong commitment to customer 
service and have pride of work. 

For further details, please contact Chris Perry on 0419 312 293 

TO APPLY: Written applications including a resume and cover letter to 
be submitted via our website www.skillinvest.com.au by 5pm Friday 
28th of February 2020 

Skillinvest is an equal opportunity employer. 



Horticulture
Parks & Gardens  
Apprenticeship 

As part of the Northern Grampians Shire Council’s ongoing 
commitment to Apprenticeships and Traineeships, applications 
are invited for this position.  

This is a fulltime position and will be based at the St Arnaud 
depot. We are seeking an enthusiastic, committed person who 
enjoys outdoor work. 

The successful applicant will possess the following: 
 Ability to work in a team environment
 A keen interest in gardening, plant maintenance and

landscaping
 Willing to learn and undertake apprenticeship training
 Be physically fit

Applicants should also demonstrate a strong commitment to 
succeed in this trade and have pride of work. 

For further details, please contact Chris Perry on 0419 312 293 

TO APPLY: Written applications including a resume and cover 
letter to be submitted via our website www.skillinvest.com.au  
by 5pm Friday 28th of February 2020 

Skillinvest is an equal opportunity employer 



 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist 
beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student 
will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun 
activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s 
commitment to breaking the link between a student’s background and their outcomes. 

 
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS       
FUND (CSEF) 
School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great 
outdoors, excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the 
world works and sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership.  All 
are part of a healthy curriculum. 

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families 
to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities. 
 
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary 
foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration 
category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The 
allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to 
camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 
 

The annual CSEF amount per student is: 

• $125 for primary school students 

• $225 for secondary school students 

 
 

  
  

MORE INFORMATION 
For more information about the CSEF visit 
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 

 
HOW TO APPLY 
New applicants should contact the school office to   
obtain a CSEF application form or download from 
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef  

If you applied for the CSEF at your child's school in 
2019, you do not need to complete an application 
form in 2020 unless there has been a change in your 
family circumstances.  
You only need to complete an application form if any 
of the following changes have occurred: 

 new student enrolments; your child has 
started or changed schools in 2020 or you 
did not apply in 2019. 

 changed family circumstances; such as a 
change of custody, change of name, 
concession card number, or new siblings 
commencing at the school in 2020. 

 

Check with the school office if you are unsure. 
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THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS  

St Brigid’s College Horsham  |  97 Robinson Street, Horsham VIC 3400
(03) 5382 3545  |  www.stbc.vic.edu.au

73 Firebrace Street, Horsham 3400   Ph. 5382 0959

34 Darlot Street, Horsham 3400    Ph. 5382 6006

Open 7 days












